September
Calendar
of
Events

Symphony Chorus Concert
October 7, 7:30 p.m.

Children’s Education Ministry Team
October 9, Noon

Worship Planners
October 9, 4:00 p.m.

Missions Ministry Team
October 12, 7:00 p.m.

Financial Resources Committee
October 12, 7:00 p.m.

Board of Elders
October 13, 7:00 p.m.

Craft Night
October 14, 7:00 p.m.

Concert of Prayer
October 16, 6:30 p.m.

Dudes’ Night (Youth Group)
October 22, 5:30 p.m.

“%_ Fall Work Day
% October 29, 8:00 a.m.
Weekly Dates:

Womens’ Evening Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.(Oct. 4 and 18)

Sr. High Youth & Middle School Youth
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Womens’ Daytime Bible Study
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Christmas Children’s Choir
Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Adult Choir
Sundays, 5:00 p.m

The SymphoNYChorus coming to
VCL — Friday, October 7

A choral concert of Gospel,
Spiritual, Contemporary and
Classical Music
Join us at 7:30 p.m.
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Looking Ahead: Tickets for Christ-

mas Dinner at VCL (Friday, December 9)
will go on sale Sunday, November 13.

Smile :) Church Pictorial
Directory in the Works

A pictorial directory is crucial for a church with as
many new faces as VCL has. It is how we learn and
remember names, besides providing the information
we need to connect. We need your picture! We will
have a photographer ready and waiting before and
after the morning services of October 9, 16 and 23.

We know some folks don’t like to have pictures tak-
en, but we urge you to do so this time so your broth-
ers and sisters can know who you are. As much as
possible, we would like to get new pictures of eve-
ryone this year.

A significant change for us will be that this directory
will soon be made available on our church website
as well as in print. The website version will require
a password which we will give freely to our regular
attenders. Our goal will be to keep it constantly up-
dated rather than making this a once-a-year project.

Red Rose Celebration

! Caleb Mark Davis, son of Daniel and
Magen was born Friday, August 19 and
was welcomed by mom, dad and big
brother EIi.

Our Compassion Offering for
Horn of Africa Relief

Quintupled!

The famine in northeastern African is devastating.
In September we invited you to give to that need
and we received $1,878. When we called World
Vision to arrange for the funds to be transferred,
we learned that the U.S. government will match
our gift times five! So that comes to $9,390. This
grant continues, so if you would like to see your
money multiplied, go to WorldVision.org and
look for information on Horn of African relief.

A Fun Fall Fellowship Lunch at VCL

Operation Christmas Child

Pull out those shoeboxes and get ready. Pamela
Hedges will be telling us more about Operation
Christmas Child shortly, but now is the time to
consider participating again this year. Operation
Christmas Child has been an active ministry of
Samaritan’s Purse since 1993, and has sent over
8 million boxes to over 130 countries to children
who would not otherwise receive a Christmas
gift. National drop-off week is November 14-21.
We'll be keeping you posted, but for more infor-
mation, visit www.samaritanspurse.org.

For more news and information
from VCL check our website:
www.eVCL.org.
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Elders Propose a Variety of Changes to the Bylaws

By Pastor Lee Eclov

As time passes we discover ways that our
church bylaws can be clarified or simplified.
The Board of Elders has approved a number of
changes which will be brought to the congrega-
tion for a vote at our November 20 Annual
Meeting. The proposed changes do not, by and
large, change any major way of doing business
nor any of our basic structures or priorities.
There are no bombshells. The changes either
clarify something that was fuzzy or simplify
processes.

To see the actual proposed changes, please go
to our website, www.eVCL.org/bylaws and use
the password ‘bylaws’. (Clever, right!) Here is a
summary of the changes.

= Instead of reporting annually to the congre-
gation on membership changes, these changes
will be available in the church office. (We
have never actually reported this information,
so we're matching bylaw to practice.) New
member are announced as they join, and it is
cumbersome to report departing members.

» We make clearer a paragraph in the church
discipline section. There is no actual change
of policy.

= We remove the requirement that an annual
“independent inspection of the books” be
done. It is expensive, and there are several
other checks in place to insure integrity.

= The details of the Human Resources Commit-
tee are simplified because the practices
spelled out have not proved practical. The
nominating process, which is in league with
the Elders, is clarified. The make-up, organi-
zation and other duties of this Board are also
simplified, giving more flexibility.

= The section on Ministry Teams is changed to
Ministries, because the leadership of our vari-
ous ministries is not always done by teams,
per se. Some are by individual lay leaders
without a committee, and some are staff led.
All the changes in this section are basically a
realigning of the wording, with the intent to
make it clearer and simpler.

= Our current bylaws require that official noti-
fication of meetings be in the bulletin or
newsletter. We are amending language to al-
low use of the website or email for those who
have Internet access.

If you have questions or other ideas for chang-
es talk to one of the Elders. No changes are pro-
posed for the Constitution.

Task Force Considers Two Services

By Pastor Lee Eclov

The Elders have appointed a task force to begin
exploring the idea of going to two Sunday
morning services. They will consider such
things as how to gather your input, what the
triggers would be to indicate that the time has
come to make such a change, how the morning
would be scheduled and how our educational
ministries would be reworked. This last issue—
how classes for children, youth and adults are
affected —is probably the most difficult.

The Elders are not sure that the time has come
for this but we have seen enough growth over
the last several months to indicate that we need
to have a plan. We talked informally about a
change in January, but that might well be
premature.

The task force members are Chris McNiven
(chair), Jim Stamoolis, Michael Mauriello, Susan
Eclov, and David Hooper. Feel free to contact
any of them with your thoughts on this matter.



First Hour Connections: Children’s Class

By Susan Eclov

The children’s Sunday morning 9:00 a.m. class
is a hands-on experience. One of their projects
this summer was to create first aid/safety kits
as they studied compassionate outreach. These
kits were designed to provide necessary items

Another project to end the season, was prepar-
ing a play about how we are tempted and how
God helps us to resist temptation. The play
was presented during Children’s Church on
September 11. Cast included: Hope & Tory

Prayer Comes in Many Forms at VCL

By Pastor Lee Eclov

I love Deuteronomy 4:7, “What other nation is so
great as to have their gods near them the way the
LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to
him?” At VCL we have a variety of ways in which

Pre-service prayer. Sunday mornings from 9:45
t0 10:15 AM, a group gathers to pray for all
the various aspects of the morning ministry -
all the elements of the worship service, the
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been blessed both by the ministry directors at the
warehouse (“Spark”, Laurie, Johnny) and to the
recipients of the furniture.

opened a new door, and a big door, for an ex-
panded ministry to Senior Adults. Last summer,
we called area Senior Adult Living communities,
asking how we could bless them. Two facilities
responded begging for a Protestant service. One

are preparing a new worship service at Sedge-
brook’s Assisted Living Center. Both Sedge-
brook’s Assisted Living and Brentwood North
have also asked that we develop a visitation min-
istry to go hand in hand with our evangelical

per person and can be purchased by calling 847-
731-0526 or online at www.loveinclakecty.net. Organizing our compassion outreach to
nearby nursing homes. The door is wide

open to several!.

Growth G roups Get GOIng Sven said, SCrVICes. . . Preparation of our 2012 budget to pre-
We need a This is an opportunity for all ages. Partici- L
. . . . C sent to the congregation in November.
By Pastor Michael Mauriello Jesus talk. pating in the worship service is just one
, . . Can you do way to be involved. Other ways include: , .
hel 1 h
It’s very evident that you love your growth groups. Almost everyone who was in a growth group that?” music, conversation, bringing your chil- God’s help to warmly receive the many

new friends who are coming to VCL
and to help those who want to serve
find the right opportunity.

last year rejoined their group again. In addition we started a whole new group for the Mundelein
and Vernon Hills area! If you missed your chance to sign up for a group, IT'S NOT TOO LATE.
Email or call Michael or Londa Mauriello, and we will help you find a growth group that fits into
your schedule.

dren or animals along to visit. We ask that
you consider being part of this ministry.
These are exciting times for our church.
Praise God for the new opportunity.

In response,
VCL is now

leading wor-
Sermons from 1 Corinthians to help us

think and love one another as Gospel-
wise believers in Christ.

We are still looking for new growth group leaders and hosts. If you have an interest and would like
to discuss what's involved, please talk with Pastor Michael. Many of our groups are full, and it is
very likely we will need new groups in the future.

Wisdom for the task force looking into
two services.






